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The annotations on this score are not exhaustive and are intended as a listening guide only. 
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Chorus (G minor)
Ritornello Form  
(recurring orchestral section 
between sung sections)(Verse 1 of original hymn)

Chaconne 
A movement with a Ground Bass that moves 
into upper parts and / or voices

Ground Bass / Chromatic Theme  

Descending Chromatic pattern (representing the death of Christ) 

Descends over the an interval of a 4th Perfect Cadence

Syncopated Theme (Grief Motif) Dotted Rhythm

Syncopation     Syncopation Syncopation 4 bars repeated with variations

Unison Scale passage 

Ground bass / Chromatic Theme
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Ground Bass / Chromatic theme now on Oboe 2

Sequence of b.13

Sequence

Continuo back in:

 
Alto, tenor then bass in imitation  
with version of Chromatic Theme. 
(Soprano sings Chorale lines 1 &2)

Chorale Lines 1&2

Chorale Line 1

Version of Syncopated theme

Joy Motif  
(Rising 3 note idea)

***Note the order of 
the vocal entries!***

Tenor enters a 
4th lower 
(than alto)

Bass enters a 
5th lower 
(than tenor)

Ground Bass / Chromatic Theme

Each time the Soprano sings, it is a 
phrase from the Chorale, and the 
flute doubles an 8ve higher
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Chorale Line 2:

Perfect Cadence

Alto, Tenor Bass in imitation

Alto & Bass sing inversion of 
Chromatic Theme (ascending)  
Bass sings it descending (in C minor)

Mirror canon on oboes. Oboe 1 ascends, Oboe 2 descends)

Quaver movement on Continuo

Sequence of previous bar

G Minor

Note order or vocal entries - 
(Bass is in before Soprano this 
time)

Version of syncopated theme (Grief)
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on Oboes



10 J.S. Bach — Jesu der du meine Seele  BWV 78

�

�

�

�

�

�

	

�

�

�

�

ge

�

ge

�

�

�

�

�

�

I

II

�



�

�

�

	

ris

�

ris

�

kräf

�

�

�

�

�

�

f
�

Vln. �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

sen,

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

� �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Fl.

1

2

Ob.

�

�

�

�

forte

�

forte

�

forte

�

�

�

��

�

�

� �

�

6

forte�

kräf

�

aus,

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

sen,

�

sen,

�

�

�

her

�

�

�

�

�

�

24

�

tig

�

�

aus,

�

tig

�

�

�

�

�

�

��

her

�

�

�

��� �

�

�

�

�

�

aus

�

ris

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

her

�

ge

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

��� �

�



B.C.

7

�

ris

�

�

�

�

B.

�

�

ge

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

��


��


��
8

�

���

�

�

�7

�

lich

�

�

���78

�

�

�


���

���

���

���

���

��� �

6

�

�

ris

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

� �

�

�

�

�

�

ge

�

�

�

ge

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

aus

�

aus

�

�

 �

�

�

�
Vla.

�

�7

�

ris

�

S.

A.

�

�

her

�

�

�

�

�

6

�

sen,

�

aus

�

�

�

�

�

�

� �

�

T.

�

�

�

sen,

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

her

�

sen,

�

�

�

�

�

�

her

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

� �

Chromatic Theme -Continuo & Bass

Sequences 

    V                i 
Perfect Cadence D minor

Chorale Line 5 
(F Major)

(Away)Imitative entries



J.S. Bach — Jesu der du meine Seele  BWV 78 11

�

�

�

�

�

��

sen,

�

ris

�

sen

�

sen

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

��

�

�

�

�

�

�5

��

aus

�

ris

�

ris

�

�

�

�

�

�

her

�

ge

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

��

�

�

��

�

ge

�

�

�

�

�

�

� �

�

� �

�

� �

��

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

6

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

	

	

	

�

piano

�

piano

�

p
�

�

sen

�

�

�

�

piano�

	

	

	

piano

�

piano

�

piano

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

6

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

her

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

her

�

aus,

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

���

6
�

aus

�

�

�

aus

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

24

�

�

aus,

�

her

�

�

�

�

���

���

���

���

���82

�

�

�

��


��


��
8

�

���

���

���

A.

S.

�

Vla.

�Vln.

II

I

�



�Ob.

2

1

Fl.

�

�
B.C.

�

B.

T.

�

her

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

6

�

lich

�

�

�

lich

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

� �

� �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

aus

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

��

ge

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

46
�

ris

�

�

�

�
her

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

� �

� �

�

�

her

�

�

�

ge

�

aus,

�

�

�

�

�

�

Chromatic Theme on Continuo & Bass voice

A Sequence of the 
previous bar

Orchestral Ritornello  
(F Major)



12 J.S. Bach — Jesu der du meine Seele  BWV 78

�

�
�

sen

�

�

�
	
	

�

�
4

�

�

und

�
wis

�
�

��

�

�

�

3
�

mich

�sen,

�
�

�

�

	
	
	
��

��

�

�

mich

�

�

6

�

sol

�sol

�

�

mich

�sen,

�

�

�

�

� �

�

� 56

�

las

�
�

��
�

�

��
��

�

�

ches

�
�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
�

�
�
�
�

�

�

�

�

�
ches

�
�ches

�

�

�

�

mich

�
�

�
�

6
�

sol

�sol

�
�

	
	
	

��

��

�

�
�

�
sen

�
�sen

�

�
�

�

�

56
�

las

�
�las

�

��
�

�
��

��

�
�

�

46
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�

�

� �
� �

�5

�
�

� �

�
�

�
�

�
�

��

�
�

�

��

�
�

�

���

���

���87

�

�

�
��

8

�

���

���
���
���

��

S.

�

Vla.

�Vln.

II

I

�


�Ob.

2

1

Fl.

�
�
�

�
B.C.

�

B.

T.

A.

�
�

�

�

�
�

� �

�
�

�

��

�

6
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

��

��


�

�

56

�

las

�

�
piano

�
piano

�
piano

�
��

��
	

�

�

�

�

ches

��
�
�

�

�

�

sen

�

�
4

�

und

�
wis

�

��
�

�
	
	

�

und
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�

�
�

�
�

�

��

��

�
�

�
�
�

�

�

piano�

mich

�

6

�

sol

�

	
	
	
�

forte

�

�
forte

�
	

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

und

�
�
�

�
	
	
f
�

�

�sol

�
�

forte

�
forte

�

�

�

sen,

�
�

sen,

��

�

�

�

�

�

�
sen,

�

�

�

�
�

�

�
�

�
�

�

��

��

�

���

�

�

�

�

�mich

�

�
�

�

�

�

�

56
�

�und

�

�
�

�
��

��

�

�
�

�

�

�

�

�

�
�

ches

�ches

�

forte

�
�

�

�

�
mich

�

�

�

�

6

forte�und

�
�

sol

�

�

�

�
�
�

�

sen

�sen

�

�

�
�

�

�

�
�

�

�

�

���

24

�mich

�las

�las

�
mich

�

�
�

�
�
�

�

�

�

�

�ches

�mich
�

��

�

�

6
�
sol

�
�sen,
�

��
��

�
��

��

�

�

�

�
�
�

�

�sen

�

��
�

�
	
	

�

�

�

�las

�sol

�

�
�

�
��

�
�

�

�

���

���

���

���

���92

��

��

��

8

�

���

���
���

A.

S.

�

Vla.

�Vln.

II

I

�


�Ob.

2

1

Fl.

�

�

�
B.C.

�

B.

T.

�
sen,

�
�
�

�

� �

�
mich

�
�

�

45
�

wis

�
�
wis

�

��
��

�
	
	

46
�

las

�

las

�

�
sen

�

sen

�

�
�

�

�

��

�
ches

�

ches

� �

�
�

�

��

��

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

56
�
wis

�
�wis

�

�
�

�
	
	

�

�
�
�

�

�

�

7
�

�wis

�
�

�

�
��

�

�

6

�

�

�
�
�

��
�

��
�

�

�
�
�

�

F: V          I 
Perfect Cadence

Chorale Line 6 
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With joy motif

Joy motif

Chorale line 6
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Staccato notes on oboes

Bb Major

_
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A duet for Soprano & Alto
Tonality: Bb Major 
Form: Da Capo Aria   (Ternary) ABA with Ritornello

Texture: Mainly Polyphonic with some 
Homophonic sections

Double Bass

‘Cello & Organ

Ritornello theme: Walking bass line. Staccato & Pizzicato (Creates a happy mood)

Quavers create a feeling of hurrying ‘eilen’ 

Melisma: many notes here for one syllable.  
_

Anacrusis  
/ upbeat Canon: Alto imitates Soprano at the 

interval of a 4th at a 2 bar distance

Listen out for this throughout the movement

Parallel 6ths

'

Dialogue (Antiphonal Texture)

Parallel 3rds & 6ths

Section A

Movement II

Sequences
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S & A in Canon 
Interval: ___ 
Distance: __ bars

(End here 
2nd time)

G minor Tonality

Some longer note values here compared to section A
Modulating to C minor

Ritornello 
theme now in 
C minor

Word painting: ‘Oh Hear!’ Vocal parts together (in 3rds)
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Distance:
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Back to the start (To the head)

Parallel 3rds & 6ths

V     I
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III. Recit.
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No tonal centre (ends in C minor)Movement III: Tenor Recitative (secco)

‘Cello & 
Organ Syllabic text setting Mood: Dark reflecting despair and the burden of sin.  

Contrasts with joyful 2nd movement

Diminished 5th Augmented 4thAppoggiatura
Tenor & Continuo

- sparse 
accompaniment

Tonality uncertain - 
reflecting despair & 
feeling of isolation

Wide leaps and augmented 
intervals in the melody 
line to highlight words

(One note per syllable 
- opposite to Melismatic)

Diminished Chord

Cm: V - i 
(Perfect Cadence)

Fm: V   -  i 
(Perfect Cadence)

More active acc.  
from here on

Melismatic movement on ‘erzurnet’ (angry)



24 J.S. Bach — Jesu der du meine Seele  BWV 78

IV. Aria
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Movement IV: Tenor Aria Tenor with Flute & ContinuoG minor
1ABB   Form

the sign

Flute & Tenor interweave like a duet. 
Only movement in 6/8 time

Section A: 

Appoggiatura

Sequence

Sequence Sequence Sequence

Syncopation

Octave leaps in Continuo

Rising semiquaver scale 
in flute against 
descending bass line

Gm: V        i 
 Perfect Cadence

Pause

Tenor

Tenor begins the phrase……and flute finishes it

Anacrusis

Tenor & Flute simultaneously now (Countermelody)

Instrumental Ritornello

Vocal & 
Instrumental
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Repeat of previous bar Repeat of previous bar

Sequence in Tenor line

Descending repeated notes on Continuo

Bb Major: V    -    I 
      Perfect Cadence

Instrumental Ritornello

Section B: Vocal & Instrumental

C minor

Sequences on Flute

Octave Leaps in bass line

‘Streite’ (fight) - Melismatic text setting

‘Beherzt’ (brave) - upward leap

8ve leaps emphasise ‘streite’ (fight)
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Eb Major: V  -  I 
  Perfect Cadence

Section B1: Vocal & Instrumental

C minor

Counterpoint  
- Tenor & Flute

G minor

Octave leaps and Melisma again on ‘Streite’ (fight) 
(Word Painting)

8ve leaps in bass

Flute playing in parallel 6ths to voice

Flute in parallel 3rds with voice

Dominant Pedal (D) on Tenor for ‘Stehet’ (stand) 
(Word Painting)

Sequence 

To the sign (you’ll find this 
at the start in this case)



J.S. Bach — Jesu der du meine Seele  BWV 78 27

V. Recit.

�
dort

�

�

�

�

5 �7
�

�
dem

���
Schlä

�
6 +4�3

�

� �
die

�

�

�
�

�
so

� �
man

���� �
ge,
� � �

�

�
�
�

gab,

�
�

�
�

Hei

�� �
land

�
sind

�

�
� ��� �

den,

� 	� �
Die
�

�
Wun

�7

�

�

�

�

�
�

Nä

�
6 �4

�

�
piano

� �� �
�
piano

� �� �
�
piano

� ��

I

II

Violino �
Viola

�



Basso

Basso

Continuo

�


�

	
 �� �

�
coll'arco
piano
 �� �
8

�

�

�
�

�
Grab,

�
53

�

�
und

� � ��� 	

�

�
�

Kron

7 �42

�
gel,

�
�
�

�

���

�

�
ches

�
–

�

�

�

��

�

�

�

�
�

�

�
richt

�
�
�

�
�

�
�

Ge

�

�
forte

�
forte

�
forte

�
forte

6 �5

�
�

�

�

�

�
li

�

�

�

�

�

� �
�

�

�

�
�

�

��

�
�

�
65

�

�
�

�

�
�

�

�
den

�
�

�

�

�
�

�

�
–

����

�

�
chen

� �� �
ges
�

�

�
�
�

zei

�
642

��
und

�

�

�
�
�

kön

�
6

� ��

� ��

� ��


 ��


 ��

�

�
I

II

Vln. �
Vla.

�



B.

B.C.

�


5

�
nun

� �
meh

�� �
ro

� �
Sie

�

�
ihm

�
–

�

�� �

�

�

�

	

�
� �

chen. Wenn
�

�
ein

�
�
er

�

�
�

�
�

schreck

�

Vivace�

�

�

�

�

�col' ardore

5

�

�

�
te

� �
Kräf

�
nen

� �
mir

� �
ver
�

�

�
neu

�
7

�

	
	

	

�
rei

	
�� �

te

�

�

��
ihn

�� �
in

�

�
�

�
�

Se

�
65 2

�

�

�

gen.

� � �
Mich

�

�

�
�

�
kann

�
+4

Lento

kehrst

�piano

6�

Adagio� �
piano

�
piano

�
piano

� �
du

�
�

��

� � � �
be

���
kein
��

�

�
�

Schmerz

�
�75

�

�

���

�
und

� �
kei
�

�
ne

�

�

�
Pein

�

��

��

�

�

�
�

�
vor

�

�

�
�

�

�

�
�

�
Ver
�

�
�

�

�
damm

�

�

�
�

�
die

�

�
�

�

��

� ��

� ��


 ��


 ��

�
�

I

II

Vln. �
Vla.

�



B.

B.C.

�


9 �

�

�
7�

� �

�
�

Fluch

�

�

�

�

�

�
�

�

�
6

�

�
�

�

�

�

�
�
so

�
64

�

�

�

�

�

�
spricht,

�

�

�

� �
ten

�

�
�

�

�
�

�

�

�

Movement V: Bass Recitative
(Accompagnato)

Bass with Strings & Continuo

Eb Major
Tonic Pedal

Syllabic text settingWide intervals

Lively

Slowly

Eb Major: V - I
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Movement VI: Bass Aria
C minor Bass Voice, Strings, 

Continuo & OboeBass & Oboe
ABA1 & 
Ritornello

Recurring Oboe Solo 
(Semiquavers, 
Sequences, Scale- 
like movement)

Instrumental 
Ritornello Theme 
(trill, anacrusis)

A Section

V    i 
Perfect

Sequence………….……………………………… Sequence……………..Ritornello Theme

Ritornello Theme

Segno  
(Sign)
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C min: V  -  i 
Perfect Cadence

Bass melody similar to ritornello theme

Polyphonic texture (oboe melody and Bass melody simultaneously)

Voice in parallel 3rds with oboe here

C min: Imperfect.    V

Finish at the pause sign 
second time around

Pause 
(Fermata)
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Continuo in dialogue with strings

Eb Major. Perfect Cadence
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G minor: V             i

G minor:      V           i 
Perfect Cadence

Section B Some similarities to A section
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Section A1

Bass reuses text from section B

Dominant pedal (in C minor this time)

Word Painting

C minor V -iBack to the sign (at start)
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Movement VII: Chorale G minor Form: 
AABC

Pause marks are at ends of phrases

Line 1 Line 2 Line 3

Line 4 Line 5

Line 6 Line 7 Line 8

Soprano voice is doubled by: Flute (octave 
higher), Oboe 1, French Horn, Violin I

Oboe II & Violin II 
double

Viola doubles

G min: V -     i 
Perfect Cadence

G min: i -  V 
Imperfect Cadence

G min:   V -    i 
Perfect Cadence

G min:  i -   V 
Imperfect Cadence

F major:  V  -  I 
Perfect Cadence

Bb Major: V  -  I 
Perfect Cadence 
(Relative Major)

G min: ivb -  V 
Imperfect Cadence

G min:  V -   I 
Perfect Cadence

Tierce de Picardie 
-3rd of the chord raised 
to give a major chord.

    D         Gm Gm   D

  D     Gm Gm    D       C      F

  F       Bb Cm/Eb   D       D7    G

A A

B

A

The Soprano melody is used in movement I
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